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Giffnock & Newlands
Hebrew Congregation

Parshat Vayishlach
18 Kislev 5770 - 3 December 2009

Times of services
Shacharit: Sunday 8.45 am, Monday & Thursday 7.20 am and Tuesday,
Wednesday and Friday 7.30 am.
Mincha & Mariv: Sunday 3.36 pm, Monday to Thursday Minchal pm
Mariv 6 pm and Friday 3.33 pm (commencement of Shabbat)
Next Friday afternoon we light the first Chanukah candle, remem-
ber to light the candles before the commencement of Shabat.

This week Chadashot Sheet and Kiddush and Seudat Shlishit
is sponsored by
The Reid Family

Artscroll Soncino
Sedra 170 195
Maftir 196 219
Haftorah 1139 220
Shabbat Tuesday
11 am Youth and Friendship Club
children Services From 1.45 pm to 3.45 pm
The Rabbi will be giving a Shiur Wednesda

Mother and Toddlers
From 10 am to 11.30 am

for 20 minutes after Kiddush.

Mincha & Maariv

3.45 pm Thursday
end of Shabbat 4.49 pm 2nd Minyan at 9.15 am
Followed by
PLEASE HELP THE DAILY MIN- tea and refreshments
YANIM AND SHABBAT AFTER-
NOON Shabbat 12 December

Colin Berkley—Aufruf

Incelebratonof Camer on’ s Bar Mit z

Mazal Tov to Cameron, Gwen & Mark,
to the grandparents Linda & Eric Reid, Wendi Wurzel
and Neil Wurzel and to his great grandfather Dick Terley

Bar Mitzvah of Cameron Reid
The love of his life is cars, he is car daft. He has
taken to keeping fit with his cycling, running,
swimming and he quite enjoys his golf. He likes
sciences and is a wizard on the computer. He is
not a fan of being smartly dressed. He wears
his jeans at half mast and is no matter the

- weather he always wears a tee shirt! He is a
great friend being honest and caring. Always puts others first.

Mazal Tov
To Rabbi & Rebetzin Chaim Jacobs on the occasion of their Ruby
Wedding Anniversary.

Chanuka Event

Big Hearts Annual Social
Sunday 6 December
Guest of Honour
Stephanie Brickman and her Klezmer accompaniment

2.30 pm to 4.30 pm

Motzei Shabbat 12 December
Havdalah at 5.30 pm
Followed by Menorah lighting
And an evening of Family Fun

Next Shabbat
There will be a special Chanukah Yout
Service led by
Rabbi Garry Wayland
For all boys and girls of secondary scho|

Followed by a doughnut and ice cream kiddush

Magic Show by
L Professional magician Mark Walbank

Only £10 for the whole family
Please pre - book a place - but pay at the door

[@]

The Congregation wishes “"Long Life"
t+o all Those who have Yahrzeit the coming week.

For more information phone Chumi

22 Kislev-9 December 2009
18 Kislev - 5 December 2009

577 8250 - 0794 3004279

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Club 2010/11

Following the success of
Bar Mitzva Club 2009
the Shul will be running the club once
again and extending it to the
Bat Mitvah girls

Programme will be commencing in January 2010

Have a Laugh
You know, somebody actually complimented me on my driving today.
They left a little note on the windscreen,
it said 'Parking Fine.
Tommy Cooper

The Congregation wishes Happy Birthday to all children
celebrating their birthday in the month of December

Marc Taylor Claudia Edelman
Lewis Minster Zoe Edelman
Elena Caplan Benjamin Shenkin
Jodi Bretman Gabi Banks

Lucy Remocker Rebecca Levy

Lila Cowen Gregor Nesbitt
Charlie Sneader Perele Rubin
Ava Black

Mr. J.B. Bradman
M. S. Cohen Mrs. W. Freedman
19 Kislev -6 December 2009 Mr. L. Isaacs
Mr. A. Isaacs Mr. I. Lipsey
Dr. M.S. Seltzer Mrs.S. Purcell
20 Kislev-7 December 2009 23 Kislev -10 December 2009
Mr. D. Diamond Mr. C.D. Barnett
Miss ] Grace Mrs. E. Barnett
Mr. D Simons Mr. R.C. Barnett
Mrs.B Cohen
21 Kislev-8 December 2009 Mrs. P. Neville
Mr. E.M. Dantzic .
Mrs. D. Diamond Mrs. M.A. Robinson
Mrs. G. Hecht Mrs.R Taub
Mrs. R. Karpf 24 Kislev-11 December 2009
Mrs. R. Mair Mrs C.D. Barnett
Mrs. H. Rose Mr. V. Fields
Mrs. L. Silver Mr. H. Fields
Mr. S Silver Mr. M. Robbin
Mr W.M.  Sunderland

Please do not take the Chadashot Sheet home on Shabbat.

vah


http://www.basicjokes.com/dquotes.php?aid=1004

T"D2
General Overview of Parsha:
Taken from Chabbad.org
In this week's reading, Vayishlach, Jacob returns to Canaan, but is fearful of his brother Esau. They meet and make peace. Jacob wres-
tles with an angel, and his name is changed to Israel. Jacob's daughter Dinah is abducted by the prince of Shechem. Shimon and Levi
destroy the city of Shechem and liberate Dinah. Rachel dies while giving birth to Jacob's twelfth son, Benjamin. Isaac dies.
First Aliyah: Jacob was on his way home to his father Isaac after twenty years of absence, having fled Canaan to escape his brother
Esau's wrath. As a peaceful overture, Jacob now sent ahead messengers to Esau with a reconciliatory message. The messengers re-
turned with an ominous report: Esau is coming to "greet" Jacob with a troop of 400 men. Jacob was distressed. He divided his family and
belongings into two groups—to allow one group to flee while the other was engaged in battle. He then prayed, calling upon G d's prom-
ise to protect him.
Second Aliyah: In an attempt to pacify Esau, Jacob sent him a lavish gift, consisting of hundreds of heads of cattle and sheep. He sent
this gift in increments, one herd at a time. That night Jacob crossed the Jabok River with his family, and after all had crossed but him, he
encountered an angel — Esau's archangel — who wrestled with him until dawn. Though the angel was unable to prevail over Jacob, he
dislodged Jacob's sciatic nerve, causing him to limp. When the angel wished to leave, Jacob refused to let him go until he blessed Jacob.
The angel blessed Jacob and informed him that his name would eventually be changed to Israel.
Third Aliyah: The Torah informs us that we don't eat the sciatic nerve of otherwise kosher animals because of the wrestling episode men-
tioned in the previous section. Esau arrived. Jacob respectfully approached his brother, who then ran towards him and embraced him, as
they both wept.
Fourth Aliyah: Jacob's family approached and greeted Esau. Despite Esau's objections, Jacob prevailed upon him to accept the gift he
had sent ahead. Esau offered to accompany Jacob on his trip home, but Jacob declined the gesture. Esau returned to his home in Se'ir,
and Jacob proceeded to the city of Sukkot. Eventually Jacob arrived at the outskirts of the city of Shechem, where he purchased a plot of
land and erected an altar to G d.
Fifth Aliyah: Jacob's daughter, Dinah, ventured out into the city of Shechem, when Shechem, also the name of the crown prince of the
city, abducted and violated her and kept her hostage. Chamor, the governor of the city, approached Jacob and informed him that his son
Shechem was infatuated with Dinah and desired her hand in marriage. Jacob's sons slyly agreed to the proposition, provided that all the
men of the city would circumcise themselves. Upon the urging of Chamor and Shechem, the Shechemites agreed to the proposal. On the
third day following their mass circumcision, Dinah's two brothers, Simon and Levi, entered the vulnerable city, killed all its male inhabi-
tants, and liberated Dinah from Shechem's home. Jacob was displeased by this act, fearing reprisal from the neighbouring Canaanites.
Nonetheless, Jacob travelled on, and "the fear of G d" was upon the surrounding cities and they did not pursue Jacob and his family.
Jacob arrived in Canaan, in Beth-El, and G d appeared to him, blessed him, and changed his hame to Israel.
Sixth Aliyah: Jacob's family continued on towards Hebron. While en route, Rachel, Jacob's beloved wife, passed away while giving birth
to her second son, Benjamin. Jacob buried her on the spot, on the roadside leading to Bethlehem. They travelled yet further, and Jacob's
eldest son, Reuben, interfered with his father's marital life. At long last, Jacob arrived in Hebron. Isaac died, and was buried in the Cave
of Machpelah alongside his wife and parents. The Torah now lists the wives and descendents of Esau, who left Canaan and settled in
Se'ir.
?eventh Aliyah: This section enumerates the princes of the original Se'irite natives, as well as the monarchs of that land that descended
rom Esau.
Vayeitzei Haftorah in a Nutshell - Hosea 11:7-12:14.
This week's haftorah mentions Jacob's flight from home to the "field of Aram," an episode that is recounted in this week's Torah reading.
The haftorah begins with the prophet Hosea's rebuke of the Jewish people for forsaking G-d. Nevertheless, Hosea assures the people
that G d will not abandon them: "How can I give you, Ephraim, and deliver you [to the hands of the nations]? . . . I will not act with My
fierce anger; I will not return to destroy Ephraim."
The prophet discusses the misdeeds of the Northern Kingdom of Israel, and the future degeneration of the Kingdom of Judea. He con-
trasts their behaviour to that of their forefather Jacob who was faithful to G-d and prevailed against enemies, both human and angelic.
The haftorah also makes mention of the ingathering of the exiles which will occur during the Final Redemption: "They shall hasten like a
bird from Egypt and like a dove from the land of Assyria; and I will place them in their houses, says the Lord."
Sending A Delegate From the Previous Generation
A thought by Rabbi Yissachar Frand

This week's parsha records the death of Rivka's nursemaid, Devorah: "Devorah, the wet nurse of Rebecca died and she was buried below
Beth-El, below the Allon, and he named it, Allon-bachuth" [Breishit 35:8]. Rashi wonders what Rivka's nanny was doing in Yaakov's
household, such that Yaakov should wind up burying her. The Medrash states that Devorah was 133 years old at the time of her death.
Rashi states that Rivka had sent her old nursemaid to Yaakov in fulfilment of her promise to him that she would send word to him when
it was time to come home from Padan Aram [Breishit 27:45]. Devorah died on the journey back home after having carried out this mis-
sion.
Rashi's words are very difficult to comprehend. Why would Rivka choose this elderly woman to journey on this long trip to carry out such
a mission? Could she not find a more appropriate messenger to send word to her son that it was time to come home?
Rav Dov Weinberger makes a beautiful comment on this Rashi. Yaakov was most reluctant to leave the house of Yitzchak and Rivka.
Rikva insisted that he must leave. But Yaakov protested: "What will be with my spirituality? How can I leave this holy household and
survive in the house of Lavan the crook?" Rivka promised "I will take you back and I will restore to you what you lost spiritually in the
years you were away."
To accomplish such a mission, one cannot send a young kid. On such a mission, one must send a "great grandmother." To restore the
idea of what the House of Yitzchak was like in Yaakov's mind, it was necessary to send someone from the older generation. The person
who grew up in yesteryear presents an untarnished image. They come from the "old home." Unlike the "younger generation," they rep-
resent "the way it is supposed to be."
Many times we will meet a person, not from our generation and not even from the generation of our parents, but someone from two
generations ago. It is sometimes worthwhile just to observe how an old Jew acts. He witnessed what things were like "when times were
spiritually correct."
Those old enough to remember Rav Ruderman saw a connection to the glory of what European Jewry was in its prime. He corresponded
with the Ohr Sameach. He saw the Chofetz Chaim. He sat on Reb Chaim Soloveitchik's lap. He took walks with Reb Chaim Ozer. His reac-
tions were Torah reactions. He knew instinctively what Yiddishkeit [Judaism] was all about.
When Rivka wanted to spiritually retrieve Yaakov from the house of Lavan, she had no choice but to send a delegate who represented
the previous generation.
The Chofetz Chaim lived to be a very old man. He died when he was 93 years old. At the end of his life, he wanted to travel to Eretz
Yisrael and spend the last days of his life in the Holy Land. He wanted to study the laws of Kodshim and the Temple Sacrifice there. As a
5ohr?n, he hoped he would merit to witness the coming of Moshiach and to participate in the Divine Service in the rebuilt Beis HaMik-

ash.
He felt that he was an old frail man and could not contribute much more to European Jewry and therefore wanted to "retire" to the Holy
Land. He took counsel with Rav Chaim Ozer, the (much younger) leader of European Jewry at the time. Rav Chaim Ozer advised him not
to leave Europe. He told him "Even if you cannot be in the Yeshiva any more and you cannot give Torah lectures any more and even if
you cannot write any more because of your age -- still, if you remain, people will be able to see what a Jew is supposed to look like."
This can be compared to children sitting at their parents' table. Many times they misbehave. But when their grandpa (Opa/Zeida/Saba) is
sitting at the table, the behaviour is different. When a member of the previous generation is there, a bit of awe and respect is present as
well.
This was Rav Chaim Ozer's message to the Chofez Chaim, and this explains Rivka's choice of messenger to retrieve her son Yaakov back
from Padan Aram.
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