
Parshat Vayeishev –Shabbat Chanukah 

 25 Kislev 5770 - 12 December 2009 

 Artscroll 

 

Soncino 

 

Sedra 198 229 

Maftir 764 826 

Haftorah 1210 857 

Shabbat 
11 am Youth and  
children Services 

 
Mincha & Maariv   

3.45 pm 
end of Shabbat 4.47 pm 

 
PLEASE HELP THE DAILY MIN-
YANIM AND SHABBAT AFTER-

NOON 
 

Tuesday 
 Friendship Club 

From 1.45 pm to 3.45 pm 

The Friendship Club will be host-
ing their annual Chanukah Lunch 

And Top Class Entertainment 
To book a place speak to  

Adele Smullen 
 

Wednesday 
 Mother and Toddlers 

From 10 am to 11.30 am 
 

Thursday 
2nd Minyan at 9.15 am 

Followed by  
tea and refreshments  

 
Shabbat 12 December  

Sit Down Kiddush in honour of  
Jo & Eliot Leviten  

Silver Wedding Anniversary  

ד"בס  

Please do not take the Chadashot Sheet home on Shabbat. 
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Mr. D Strang 
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Times of services 
Shacharit: Sunday 8.30 am, Monday to Friday 7.10 am.   
Mincha & Mariv: Sunday 3.33 pm, Monday to Thursday Mincha 1 pm 
Mariv 6 pm and Friday 3.33 pm (commencement of Shabbat) 
Next Friday afternoon we light the 8th Chanukah candle, remem-
ber to light the candles before the commencement of Shabbat. 

Glasgow Jewish Sick Visiting Association 
Hospitals do not provide lists of Jewish patients in their hospi-
tals making the task of the volunteers of the Sick Visiting Asso-

ciation that much more challenging.  
 

Please help them by informing them of any relatives, friends or 
any Jewish patient who is in hospital so that they can pay 

them a visit and give them support.  
 

Contact Harvey Cowen 637 5449 

This week Chadashot Sheet and Kiddush and Seudat Shlishit 
is sponsored by  

Adam & Anita Berkley  
In celebration of the Aufruf and forthcoming marriage of their 

son 
Colin to Tamara Litwin 

 
Mazal Tov to Colin & Tamara, Adam & Anita, Stuart & Sandra, to 

the grandparents Max Berkley,  and Renee Miller 

Chanuka Event 

 

Motzei Shabbat 12 December 

Havdalah at 5.30 pm 

Followed by Menorah lighting 

And an evening of Family Fun 

 

Magic Show by 

Professional magician Mark Walbank  

 

Only £10 for the whole family 

Please pre-book a place - but pay at the door 

 

For more information phone Chumi 

577 8250 - 0794 300 4279 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Club 2010/11 
 

Following  the success of  
Bar Mitzva Club 2009 

the Shul will be running the club once 
again and extending it to the  

Bat Mitvah girls 
 

Programme will be commencing in January 2010 

Mazal Tov 
To Rabbi & Rebetzin Chaim Jacobs on the birth of a granddaugh-
ter a daughter to Rabbi Yossi & Rochel Jacobs. 
 
To Gila & Yosef Tradburks on their recent marriage, Mazal Tov to 
their parents Leah Granat, Malcolm Granat and Rabbi & Rebetzin 
Reuven Tradburks and grandparents Vera & Morris Feldman 
Renee & Jack Granat, Evelyn Rivers and Florence Routman. 

Today 

There will be a special Chanukah Youth Service led by  

Rabbi Garry Wayland  

For all boys and girls of secondary school 

 

Followed by a doughnut and ice cream 

Kiddush 

Sincerest condolences  
To Ruth Levey on the sad passing of her mother Hennie Smith. 

The Rabbi, Executive and Council  
Wish Chag Sameach to the community 

and may the warmth of the candles of the Menorah 
bring blessings of good health and happiness. 

Recognize That You Can Never Tell How Things Will 

Turn Out In The End. Yoseph's ups-and-downs highlight that 
one must not despair when things are bleak nor gloat when 

things are good, since we don't have the omniscience to know 
what the final consequences of a situation will be. Therefore, 

when a situation seems extremely negative, don't despair for it 
could lead to wonderful things for you. Conversely, when things 

seem to be going extremely well, don't become overly compla-
cent or arrogant. One can never tell what the future has in 

store.  

“The price of greatness is responsibility” 



ד"בס  

General Overview: 
 In this week's reading, Vayeishev, Joseph relates to his brothers his grandiose dreams of greatness, arousing their jealousy. He is 
consequently sold into slavery to an Egyptian master. After defying his Egyptian master's wife, Joseph is thrown into jail, where he 
interprets the dreams of Pharaoh's cup-bearer and baker. The story of Judah and Tamar is also related at length. 
 

First Aliyah: Jacob and his family settled in Canaan. Of all his sons, Jacob favoured Joseph, the firstborn of his deceased beloved wife 
Rachel, and he made for him a special robe of fine wool. Joseph's brothers were jealous of the favouritism, and avoided talking to 
Joseph. Joseph related to his brothers two dreams he had, both implying that he would eventually rule over his brothers—and thus 
increased his brothers' envy and hatred. 
 

Second Aliyah: Joseph's brothers were away tending their father's sheep, when Jacob sent Joseph to see how his brothers and the 
flocks were faring. When Joseph's brothers saw him approaching they plotted to kill him. Reuben, however, implored them not to 
shed blood, advising them instead to cast him into one of the nearby pits. Reuben's plan was to later return and rescue Joseph from 
the pit. 
 

Third Aliyah: Joseph arrived and his brothers immediately stripped him of his fancy robe and cast him into a pit. Upon Judah's advice, 
they subsequently sold him to an Ishmaelite caravan traveling to Egypt, who in turn sold him as a slave to Potiphar, Pharaoh's chief 
butcher. Meanwhile, the brothers dipped Joseph's robe into blood, and showed it to Jacob, who assumed that Joseph was devoured 
by a wild beast. Jacob then commenced 22 years of mourning for his beloved son. 
 

Fourth Aliyah: The story of Joseph is interrupted by the episode of Judah and Tamar. Judah married the daughter of a local business-
man and had three sons. His first son, Er, married a woman named Tamar, but died soon thereafter. Judah had his second son, Onan, 
marry Tamar and thus fulfill the mitzvah of Yibbum, but he too died childless. Judah hesitated to give his third son to Tamar, so she 
returned to her father's home. Judah's wife then died, and he embarked on a business trip. Tamar dressed herself like a prostitute 
and sat by the side of the road. Judah didn't recognize her, was intimate with her and she becomes pregnant. A few months later, 
when her pregnancy became evident, Judah ordered her executed for harlotry. As she was being taken out to die, she produced some 
of Judah's personal effects that he had left behind when he visited her. Judah admitted that he was the father, and Tamar was 
spared. Tamar then gave birth to twin sons, Zerach and Peretz. 
 

Fifth Aliyah: We return to the story of Joseph, who was serving in the home of Potiphar. G d was with Joseph, and he succeeded in all 
his endeavors. When Potiphar took note of this fact, he put Joseph in charge of his entire household and estate. 
 

Sixth Aliyah: Joseph was exceedingly handsome, and Potiphar's wife was attracted to him. She made many advances on him, but he 
steadfastly rebuffed her. Eventually she libelously told her husband that Joseph was making advances on her, and Potiphar had Jo-
seph thrown into prison. G d was still with Joseph, and he found favor in the eyes of the prison warden, who put him in charge of all 
the prisoners. 
 

Seventh Aliyah: Two of Pharaoh's officers, his butler and baker, aroused the royal ire and were cast into prison—the same one that 
Joseph was now administering. One night, they both had odd dreams, and Joseph interpreted them. Joseph told the butler that he'd 
soon be released and restored to Pharaoh's service. The baker was told by Joseph that he would soon be hung. Joseph pleaded with 
the butler to mention his plight to Pharaoh, and ask for his release. Three days later, both of Joseph's interpretations came true; but 
the butler forgot all about Joseph. 

Nutshell for the first Shabbat of Chanukah Zechariah 2:14-4:7. 
This haftorah is read on Shabbat Chanukah as it contains a vision of the golden Temple Menorah. 
This prophecy was communicated by Zechariah shortly before the building of the Second Temple. The haftorah opens with a vivid 
depiction of the joy that will prevail when G-d will return to Jerusalem: "Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion, for, behold! I will come 
and dwell in your midst, says the L-rd." 
The prophet then describes a scene in the Heavenly Court: Satan was seeking to incriminate Joshua, the first High Priest to serve in 
the Second Temple, because of the "soiled garments" (i.e. sins) he was wearing. G d himself defends the High Priest: "And the Lord 
said to Satan: The Lord shall rebuke you, O Satan; the Lord who chose Jerusalem shall rebuke you. Is [Joshua] not a brand plucked 
from fire?" I.e., how dare Satan prosecute an individual who endured the hardships of exile? "And He raised His voice and said to 
those standing before him, saying, 'Take the filthy garments off him.' And He said to him, 'See, I have removed your iniquity from 
you, and I have clad you with clean garments.'" 
G-d then proceeds to outline the rewards awaiting Joshua if he and his descendents follow G-d's ways. The ultimate reward is, 
"Behold! I will bring My servant, the Shoot, " an allusion to Moshiach, the Shoot of David. 
Zechariah then describes a vision of a golden seven-branched Menorah. An angel interprets the meaning of this vision: "This is the 
word of the Lord to Zerubbabel [descendent of King David, one of the protagonists in the building of the Second Temple], 'Not by 
military force and not by physical strength, but by My spirit,' says the Lord of Hosts." Meaning that Zerubbabel's descendent, 
Moshiach, will have no difficulty in his task, it will be as simple as lighting a menorah. 

Question & Answer Session 
"The butler of the king of Egypt and the baker sinned against their lord the king of Egypt." (40:1) 
Question: It seems strange that the baker and the butler should both sin against Pharaoh at the same time. Moreover, a fly in a cup 
of wine which is placed on the king's hand is much more disgusting than a pebble in a slice of bread in the basket. Why, then, was 
the baker punished more harshly than the butler? 
Answer: The butler and the baker both worked for Pharaoh and hated each other. Once, they got into a fight and each one thought 
of a vicious plan to get the other one into serious trouble with the king. When the butler was not watching, the baker put a fly into 
Pharaoh's cup of wine. When the baker was off guard, the butler put a pebble into dough from which bread was to be baked for Phar-
aoh. 
To drag the king into their personal quarrel and use him as a means to gain vengeance against each other was a very serious offense. 
Moreover, since the baker's act would actually have had a worse effect on Pharaoh, he was the one put to death. 
"The butler was returned to his position, and the baker was hung in accordance with Joseph's interpretation." (40:22-23) 
Question: What clue in their dreams led Joseph to this interpretation? 
Answer: Joseph carefully studied their words. The butler said, "The cup of Pharaoh was in my hand; I took the grapes; I squeezed 
them; I placed the cup on Pharaoh's palm" (40:11). Joseph saw that the butler dreamt about doing things. Since one can only do 
things if he is alive, Joseph saw in his dream a sign of life. 
"The butler did not remember Joseph, and he forgot him." (40:23) 
Question: If he did not remember him, obviously he forgot him! Why the two expressions of forgetting: "did not remember" and 
"forgot him"? 
Answer: Joseph originally asked the butler to mention him to Pharaoh. The ungrateful butler, whose life was saved through Joseph's 
interpretation, did not return the favor to Joseph. 
In addition, the Torah tells us that Joseph immediately regretted asking the butler to do him a favor. He forgot about the butler en-
tirely and put all his faith in G-d. Thus, each one forgot about the other. 
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