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Times of services 
Shacharit: Sunday 8.45 am, Monday 7.10 am, Thursday 7.20 am, Wednes-
day, Tuesday & Friday 7.30 am.   
Mincha & Mariv: Sunday to Friday 8.00 pm (candle lighting on 
Friday should be done between 8.06 pm 8.30 pm)  

Dates for Your Diary 
Sunday 29 August– Pre Rosh Hashana lecture by Dean Kaye 
Shabbat 11 September - Sit Down Kiddush. 

Shabbat Mevarchim Chodesh Av 
Rosh Chodesh will be on 

Yom Sheini - Monday 12 July 2010  

This weeks  Seudat Shlishit 

is sponsored  
In commemoration of the Yahrzeit of the late  

Michael Berkley 
 

26 Tammuz -  8 July 2009 

Sponsored by his family 

Mazal Tov to Rabbi & Rebetzen Greenberg, Emeritus Rabbi, on the 
recent marriage of their grandson Yanky Rose to Shoshana Rochel 
Marsh 

Film Evening - Tisha B’Av 
20 July 2010 

8.00 pm 
 

“The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas” 
 

Set during World War II, a story seen through the innocent eyes 
of Bruno, the eight-year-old son of the commandant at a concen-
tration camp, whose forbidden friendship with a Jewish boy on the 
other side of the camp fence has startling and unexpected conse-
quences. 

Free Entry 

FOR ONE NIGHT ONLY 

EXCLUSIVE CONCERT 

 

“FROM ME TO YOU” 

“THEM” BEATLES 

ARE COMING TO GIFFNOCK SHUL 

SUNDAY 24 OCTOBER AT 7.30 PM 

 

BOOK YOUR TICKETS NOW BY CALLING RICHARD KAYE 

Parsha in a Nutshell 
Moses conveys the laws governing the annulment of vows to the 
heads of the tribes of Israel. War is waged against Midian for their 
role in plotting the moral destruction of Israel, and the Torah gives 
a detailed account of the war spoils and how they were allocated 
amongst the people, the warriors, the Levites and the High Priest. 
The tribes of Reuben and Gad (later joined by half of the tribe of 
Menasseh) ask for the lands east of the Jordan as their portion in 
the Promised Land, these being prime pastureland for their cattle. 
Moses is initially angered by the request, but subsequently agrees 
on the condition that they first join, and lead, in Israel's conquest 
of the lands west of the Jordan. 
 
The forty-two journeys and encampments of Israel are listed, from 
the Exodus to their encampment on the plains of Moab across the 
river from the Land of Canaan. The boundaries of the Promised 
Land are given, and cities of refuge are designated as havens and 
places of exile for inadvertent murderers. The daughters of Tzelaf-
chad marry within their own tribe of Menasseh, so that the estate 
which they inherit from their father should not pass to the prov-
ince of another tribe. 
Jeremiah 2:4-28; 4:1-2. 
This week's haftorah is the second of a series of three "haftarot of 
affliction." These three haftarot are read during the Three Weeks 
of mourning for Jerusalem, between the fasts of 17 Tammuz and 
9 Av. 

Haftorah in a Nutshell 
The prophet Jeremiah transmits G‑d's message to the Jewish peo-
ple; in strong tones chastising all the sectors of the people, includ-
ing the leadership, for their abandonment of G‑d. "What wrong 
did your forefathers find in Me, that they distanced themselves 
from Me, and they went after futility and themselves became fu-
tile?" He reminds them of the kindness G-d did for them, taking 
them out of Egypt and leading them through the desert and set-
tling them in the Promised Land, yet they repaid kindness with 
disloyalty. "For My people have committed two evils; they have 
forsaken Me, the spring of living waters, [and furthermore, this 
was in order] to dig for themselves cisterns, broken cisterns that 
do not hold water." 
G-d asks them to view the actions of their neighbouring nations, 
the Kittites and Kedarites. "And see whether there was any such 
thing, whether a nation exchanged a god although they are not 
gods. Yet My nation exchanged their glory for what does not 
avail." 
Jeremiah then goes on to foretell the suffering the Jewish people 
will suffer at the hands of their enemies, and also their erstwhile 
allies: "Your evil will chastise you, and you will be rebuked for 
your backslidings; and you shall know and see that your forsaking 
the Lord your G-d is evil and bitter." 
The haftorah ends on an encouraging note, assuring the people 
that if they return to G-d with sincerity, they will be restored to 
their full glory. 

For all losing teams at World Cup 2010 
“First there are those who are winners, and know 
they are winners. Then there are the losers who 
know they are losers. Then there are those who 
are not winners, but don't know it. They're the 

ones for me. They never quit trying. They're the 
soul of our game”.  

Paul William “Bear” Bryant 
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Covenant and Conversation by the Chief Rabbi Lord Sacks 

 
The Israelites are almost within sight of the promised land. They have waged a victorious campaign against the Midianites. We feel the tempo 
quicken. No longer are the Israelites in the desert. They are moving inexorably toward the Jordan, to the west of which lies their destination: the 
land 'flowing with milk and honey'. 

The members of the tribes of Reuben and Gad, though, begin to have different thoughts. Seeing that the land through which they are travelling 
is ideal for raising cattle, they decide that they would like to stay there, to the east of the Jordan. Moses is angry at the suggestion: 

Moses said to the Gadites and Reubenites, "Shall your countrymen go to war while you sit here? Why do you discourage the 
Israelites from going over into the land the Lord has given them? 

The tribes meet his objection with a compromise formula: 

Then they came up to him and said, "We would like to build pens here for our livestock and cities for our women and children. 
But we are ready to arm ourselves and go ahead of the Israelites until we have brought them to their place. Meanwhile our 
women and children will live in fortified cities, for protection from the inhabitants of the land. We will not return to our homes 
until every Israelite has received his inheritance. We will not receive any inheritance with them on the other side of the Jordan, 
because our inheritance has come to us on the east side of the Jordan." 

We are willing, they tell Moses, to join the rest of the Israelites in the battles that lie ahead. Indeed we are willing to go on ahead, to be the 
advance guard, to be in the forefront of the battle. It is not that we are afraid of battle. Nor are we trying to evade our responsibilities toward 
our people as a whole. It is simply that we wish to raise cattle, and this land to the east of the Jordan is ideal. Warning them of the seriousness 
of their undertaking, Moses agrees. If they keep their word, they may settle east of the Jordan. 

That is the story on the surface. But as so often in the Torah, there are subtexts as well as texts. One in particular was noticed by the sages, 
with their sensitivity to nuance and detail. Listen carefully to what the Reubenites and Gadites said: 

Then they came up to him and said, "We would like to build pens here for our livestock and cities for our women and children." 

Moses replies: 

"Build cities for your children, and pens for your flocks, but do what you have promised." 

The ordering of the nouns is crucial. The men of Reuben and Gad put property before people: they speak of their flocks first, their women and 
children second. Moses reverses the order, putting special emphasis on the children. As Rashi notes: 

They paid more regard to their property than to their sons and daughters, because they mentioned their cattle before the chil-
dren. Moses said to them: 'Not so. Make the main thing primary and the subordinate thing secondary. First build cities for your 
children, and only then, folds for your flocks.' 

The midrash (Bamidbar Rabbah 22: 9) makes the same point through a dazzling interpretation of the line in Ecclesiastes: 

The heart of the wise inclines to the right,  
but the heart of the fool to the left. (Ecclesiastes 10:2) 

The midrash identifies 'right' with Torah and life: "He brought the fire of a religion to them from his right hand (Deut. 33:2). 'Left' refers to 
worldly goods: 

Long life is in her right hand;  
in her left hand are riches and honour. (Proverbs 3: 16) 

The men of Reuben and Gad put 'riches and honour' before faith and posterity. Moses hints to them that their priorities are wrong. The midrash 
continues: 

The Holy One, blessed be He, said to them: "Seeing that you have shown greater love for your cattle than for human souls, by 
your life, there will be no blessing in it." 

One of the most consistent patterns of Jewish history is the way communities through the ages put children and their education first. Already in 
the first century Josephus was able to write: "The result of our thorough education in our laws, from the very dawn of intell igence, is that they 
are, as it were, engraved on our souls." In twelfth century France a Christian scholar noted: "A Jew, however poor, if he has ten sons, will put 
them all to letters, not for gain as the Christians do, but for the understanding of G-d's law - and not only his sons but his daughters too." 

In 1432, at the height of Christian persecution of Jews in Spain, a synod was convened at Valladolid to institute a system of taxation to fund 
Jewish education for all. In 1648, at the end of the Thirty Years' War, the first thing Jewish communities in Europe did to re-establish Jewish life 
was to re-organise the educational system. In their classic study of the shtetl, the small townships of Eastern Europe, Zborowski and Herzog 
write this about the typical Jewish family: 

The most important item in the family budget is the tuition fee that must be paid each term to the teacher of the younger boys' 
school. Parents will bend in the sky to educate their son. The mother, who has charge of household accounts, will cut the family 
food costs to the limit if necessary, in order to pay for her sons schooling. If the worst comes to the worst, she will pawn her 
cherished pearls in order to pay for the school term. The boy must study, the boy must become a good Jew - for her the two are 
synonymous. 

In 1849, when Samson Raphael Hirsch became rabbi in Frankfurt, he insisted that the community create a school before building a synagogue. 
After the Holocaust, the few surviving yeshivah heads and Hassidic leaders concentrated on encouraging their followers to have children and 
build schools. 

It is hard to think of any other religion or civilization that is as child-centred as Judaism, nor any that has predicated its very existence on putting 
their education first. There have been Jewish communities in the past that were affluent and built magnificent synagogues - Alexandria in the 
first centuries of the Common Era is an example. Yet because they did not put children first, they contributed little to the Jewish story. They 
flourished briefly, then disappeared. 

Moses' implied rebuke to the tribes of Reuben and Gad is not a minor detail but a fundamental statement about Jewish priorities. Property is 
secondary, children primary. 

Civilizations that value the young, stay young. Those that invest in the future, have a future. It is not what we own that gives us a share in eter-
nity, but those to whom we give birth and the effort we make to ensure that they carry our belief and way of life into the next 


